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Governor on educational reforms. But Pherozeshah was unbending,
and the idea was dropped. It was to the credit of Lord Williagdon
that he seized the earliest opportunity of putting at the head of the
University administration one who, though he could not be regarded
as an educationist, was undoubtedly the most outstanding man in
the Senate. The Bombay correspondent of the Capital thus traced
the genesis of the appointment :
When Lord Hardinge last visited Bombay, he had a long
private interview with Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, and I am told that
one result of the 'pourparlers' was the consent of the Parsi
Knight to become Vice-Chancellor of the Bombay University, if
the post were offered him by Lord Willingdon, the Chancellor.
The Viceroy subsequently convinced the Governor of the ex-
pediency of a measure that startled certain dovecotes, which had
no idea that Sir John Heaton would resign after a short reign of
two and a half years.
The appointment gave widespread satisfaction. The Times of
India wrote:
Sir Pherozeshah Mehta has taken a leading part in the life of
the University for very many years, and has always stood up in
defence of the rights and privileges of that institution. In doing
so, he has been a leader in most of the contentious discussions of
the past. He has never attempted to disguise his opinions, and for
many years he has been looked upon as the accepted champion of
a big party on the Senate. With many men this would have been
a serious obstacle in the way of a successful career as a Vice-
Chancellor, but we do not think it will be so in the case of Sir
Pherozeshah. He will be the guardian of the University agaitist
any attack from within, and we shall be sorry for anybody wbo
dares to underrate the strength of the University, or tries to hold
it in contempt while he is in office. But in presiding over tbe
deliberations of the Senate, we believe that Sir Pherozeshah will
be rigid in his impartiality, and that being so, his influe&ce for
good should be enormous.